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                    The Talent Poole

        
        
                    
                                    The art and science of building highly effective teams
                            

        
        
                        20-Mar-2024                                                By Jon Poole
                                                


                    
                This month, Helen Sisson, group technical director of 2 Sisters Food Group shares her wealth of experience in leading teams.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Meatly is waiting on regulatory approval to launch its cultivated meat pet food nationwide. Image: Getty, Su Arslanoglu]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    'World's first' cultivated pet food seeks regulatory approval
                            

        
        
                        18-Mar-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Meatly has created the ‘world’s first’ cans of pet food that uses cultivated chicken as a protein source, ready for rollout to stores across the UK pending regulatory approval.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: (L-R) Chloe Gill, Moy Park Brand Marketing Manager, Gary Hunt, Asda Grantham Foodhall Trading Manager and Ellen Wright, Senior Brand Marketing Manager.]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Moy Park to launch ‘fakeaway’ inspired range
                            

        
        
                        15-Mar-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Poultry processor Moy Park has launched a new range of frozen coated chicken inspired by the growing trend for ‘fakeaway’ style products. 
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Eating snakes offers 'healthy and sustainable' protein source
                            

        
        
                        15-Mar-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                A new study has found that python meat could represent a more sustainable source of protein compared to conventional animal meat.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Meat levy increase will ensure sustainability of the sector.
                            

        
        
                        14-Mar-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                A 4.2% increase in the levy paid by producers and abattoirs in Wales is essential to the sustainability and profitability of the Welsh meat sector, according to Hybu Cig Cymru – Meat Promotion Wales (HCC).
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Defra labelling gets thumbs up but we must avoid 'swallowing labelling pill' 
                            

        
        
                        14-Mar-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs has launched a consultation around new labelling proposals which will impact meat products such as pork and bacon – and while most welcome the move, the NFU warns we must be careful not to think labelling...
                            

        
        
        
    





                                
    
        
    
    
                        

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Aldiss: 'It is clear that the real issue at hand is not a shortage of veterinarians but a profound lack of vision and leadership within the sector.' Image: Getty, Mounty Rakusen]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Veterinary sector faces crisis of leadership and vision: AIMS
                            

        
        
                        13-Mar-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The veterinary sector faces a significant crisis of leadership and vision that won’t be fixed by inflating the workforce, according to the Association of Independent Meat Suppliers (AIMS). 
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: JBS said it is committed to more sustainable future for agriculture. Credit: Getty / Kelvin Murray]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    JBS greenwashing lawsuit ‘wake-up call’ for food firms
                            

        
        
                        13-Mar-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                A lawsuit filed against meat processing giant JBS in the US should serve as a “wake up call” for food and drink manufacturers when publishing environmental targets, Dr Emily Pope of Trinity AgTech has said.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Welsh Lamb EU exports sees healthy year-on-year rises, but will new regulatory red tape put UK sheep exports at risk? Credit: Getty/Henry Arden]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Welsh Lamb exports booming
                            

        
        
                        07-Mar-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                Exports of Welsh Lamb and other sheep meats have grown again, whilst beef exports continue to recover.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Nigel Williams joins Boparan Holdings as group financial officer. Image: Getty]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    2 Sisters owner appoints new head of finance
                            

        
        
                        05-Mar-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                2 Sisters Food Group owner Boparan Holdings has appointed Nigel Williams to the role of group chief financial officer (CFO).
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Cultivated meat project secures half a million-pound grant 
                            

        
        
                        29-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Lab grown meat could be one step closer to mass-market adoption thanks to a nearly half a million-pound grant awarded to a new project to develop new, more cost-effective technologies in the burgeoning market.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: The poultry supplier expects its restructure to be complete within the 2023/24 financial year. Credit: Avara Foods]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Avara Foods reports pre-tax loss of £12.3m
                            

        
        
                        29-Feb-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                UK poultry supplier Avara Foods has reported a pre-tax loss of £12.3m for the financial year ending 31 May 2023, but increased turnover to more than £1.5bn.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Optimise red meat labels to drive sales: AHDB
                            

        
        
                        29-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Food businesses can drive red meat sales with optimised labels that provide inspiration, health messaging and reassurance on its impact to the environment and farming, according to new research from the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board (AHDB).
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    FSA launches consultation into mechanically separated meat
                            

        
        
                        28-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The Food Standards Agency (FSA) has launched a public consultation seeking views on new guidance for food businesses on the definition of mechanically separated meat (MSM).
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    2 Sisters rolls out higher welfare chickens across Co-op estate
                            

        
        
                        28-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Poultry giant 2 Sisters Food Group has partnered with the Co-op to replace all of the retailer’s fresh chicken range with a higher welfare brand.
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                    National Butchers' Week

        
        
                    
                                    National Butchers' Week returns for 2024
                            

        
        
                        26-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                National Butchers’ Week returns as we celebrate the skills, tradition and importance of local butchers in our communities. 
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: The Government's new immigration rules risk throwing the meat industry into disarray, warned the BMPA. Image: Getty ]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Meat industry hits out at new immigration rules 
                            

        
        
                        26-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The Government’s ‘one-size-fits-all’ £38,700 immigration rule will stoke food price inflation and spark a raft of equal pay claims that risk tearing the food industry apart, according to the head of the British Meat Processors Association (BMPA).
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: FDF chief executive Karen Betts has 'grave misgivings' over 'Not for EU' labels on food. Image: Getty, ericsphotography]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    'Not for EU' labels hurt investment and food exports, warns FDF boss
                            

        
        
                        22-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                ‘Not for EU’ labels create unneeded cost and make UK food and drink producers less attractive to investors, according to the head of the Food and Drink Federation (FDF). 
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    'The least we can do is pay you fairly', Sunak tells farmers at NFU conference
                            

        
        
                        20-Feb-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                UK Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, has promised British farmers more support, with a new funding package for rural communities and an annual food security report.    
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Beef, carrots and salad crops among the foods that could see higher price tags attached. Credit: Getty/LauriPatterson]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    Short read

        
        
                    
                                    5 foods affected by supply shocks
                            

        
        
                        19-Feb-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                While inflation may be easing, the supply chain remains sensitive to shocks, with several food commodities likely to see continued shortages and higher prices than the years before the permacrisis era.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: The clsoure of McIntyre Meats could spell disaster for the food supply chain in Yorkshire. Image: Getty]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Closure of Yorkshire Dales’s last abattoir ‘spells disaster’
                            

        
        
                        15-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The imminent closure of Yorkshire Dales’s last small abattoir could spell disaster for the rural community and the wider food and drink supply chain, warned the Sustainable Food Trust.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Burger King ad slammed for advertising to children
                            

        
        
                        08-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Fast food chain Burger King has been ordered to pull a recent advertising campaign offline over fears it might be promoting foods high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) to children under the age of 16.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Animal wellness has become a top priority for consumers in the UK Image: Getty, Georgeclerk]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Brits demand animal wellness compliance for food firms
                            

        
        
                        06-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                More than 70% of Brits demand animal wellness compliance from food companies and are willing to pay the price for certified products, according to new research.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: There are currently no plans for the product to made available for sale in the future. Credit: Fortnum & Mason / Ivy Farm]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Fortnum & Mason and Ivy Farm collaborate on cultivated meat scotch egg
                            

        
        
                        06-Feb-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                Ivy Farm has worked with London retailer Fortnum & Mason to create to recreate the brand’s scotch egg using cultivated beef mince.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Three men sentenced for defrauding 2 Sisters in £318k poultry case
                            

        
        
                        06-Feb-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                Three men who fraudulently supplied a company with £318,347 worth of poultry stolen from 2 Sisters Food Group were sentenced on 2 February 2024.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Pictured: The Compleat Food Group chief executive Nick Field ]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    The Compleat Food Group completes duo of acquisitions
                            

        
        
                        06-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The Compleat Food Group has acquired SK Foods and Zorba Food from The Entrepreneurial Food Group for an undisclosed sum.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Pictured - Yersinia enterocolita. Image: Samuel Bloomfield, Quadram institute]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Researchers uncover potential underappreciated threat to food safety
                            

        
        
                        05-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Yersinia enterocolitica bacteria may be an underappreciated threat to food safety and a potential unreported cause of foodborne disease in humans. 
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                    NPD

        
        
                    
                                    Valentine's Day new food product launches
                            

        
        
                        02-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                From Wagyu sharing steaks to personalised iced Bakewell tarts, we round-up some of the latest Valentine’s Day product launches from food and drink manufacturers.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Campden BRI and Cellular Agriculture have secured funding for their cultivated meat research Image: Getty, Mindful Media]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Campden BRI secures share of £15.6m investment fund for cultivated meat project
                            

        
        
                        02-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Campden BRI and tissue engineering and bioreactor specialist Cellular Agriculture have secured a share of a £15.6m investment fund to support its cultivated meat product.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Webbox Naturals is getting a half a million-pound ad campaign and packaging redesign. Image: Getty, Stefanie Margareta photography]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Webbox Naturals launches half a million-pound ad campaign
                            

        
        
                        01-Feb-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Pet food manufacturer Pets Choice has invested £500k in a new multi-channel campaign to generate awareness for its growing cat and dog food brand, Webbox Naturals.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: A new production method for cellular meat could cut costs significantly.  Image: Alonso Nichols, Tufts University]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    New production method could cut the cost of cultivated meat
                            

        
        
                        31-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Production costs for cultivated meat could fall significantly, thanks to new cells created at the Tufts University Center of Cellular Agriculture (TUCCA).
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    New head of finance at Compleat Food Group
                            

        
        
                        29-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                The Compleat Food Group has announced the appointment of Tom Riley as its new chief financial officer.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Meat still on the menu despite economic squeeze
                            

        
        
                        24-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                British consumers are still stocking up on red meat despite economic pressures, with enjoyment a key driver behind continued sales, according to Kantar.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Co-op has a 5.4% share of the UK grocery market. Credit: Co-op]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Co-op trialling sustainability payments for beef farmers
                            

        
        
                        24-Jan-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                Supermarket chain Co-op has launched a pilot scheme aimed at incentivising sustainable farming practices.
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                    Food Forensics

        
        
                    
                                    Unravelling the sausage conundrum
                            

        
        
                        23-Jan-2024                                                By Alison Johnson
                                                


                    
                In her first column of 2024, Food Forensics’ Alison Johnson looks at the legal intricacies of what makes a sausage a sausage.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Revo Foods debuts 3D food printing process for mass production
                            

        
        
                        22-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Austria-based Revo Foods is set to debut an industrial-scale 3D food printing process, enabling the mass production of whole-cut meat alternatives or products with customized shapes, structures or textures.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Pilgrim’s UK cuts emissions with onsite sludge treatment
                            

        
        
                        16-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Pork processor Pilgrim’s UK has cut emissions at its Spalding, Leicestershire site by bringing sludge treatment onsite, eliminating transport costs and driving green energy generation.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Bernard Matthews proposes closure of cooked meats site where 600 are employed
                            

        
        
                        16-Jan-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                UK poultry manufacturer Bernard Matthews has proposed the closure of its Great Witchingham site in Norfolk.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Panicium acquires The Bury Black Pudding Company
                            

        
        
                        15-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Artisan speciality food group Panicium has acquired The Bury Black Pudding Company (BBP) for an undisclosed sum.
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                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Irish exports bolstered by Beef sales to the UK
                            

        
        
                        12-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Ireland’s food and drink exports continued to grow in 2023, boosted by strong sales of Irish beef and a successful trading partnership with the UK.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Tom Arkwright, senior packaging technologist, and Matt Harris, head of packaging. Credit: Moy Park]
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                                    Moy Park reduces packaging by 10% in 12 months
                            

        
        
                        11-Jan-2024                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                Food manufacturer Moy Park reduced its overall packaging by 10% in the past 12 months, the firm has announced.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Almost a third of UK adults don’t want plant-based food that looks like an animal product. Credit: Getty/ArtMarie]
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                                    Time to ditch the plant-based copycats?
                            

        
        
                        09-Jan-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                Almost a third of UK adults don’t want plant-based food that resembles their animal counterparts, finds research commissioned by law firm Browne Jacobson.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: We hear from a range of experts about the future of new age meats, from cell-based cultivation to precision fermentation. Credit: Sagentia Innovation]
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                                    Is 2024 the year of wider-scale new age meat approval?
                            

        
        
                        05-Jan-2024                                                By Bethan Grylls
                                                


                    
                Research and development into fermentation techniques and cultured meat production were big headlines in 2023. But what can we expect from 2024?
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: New labelling rules could see imported goods singled out if they don't meet UK standards. Image: Getty, TraceyAPhotos]
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                                    New DEFRA labelling proposals to highlight ‘best of British’
                            

        
        
                        04-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Environment secretary Steve Barclay has announced proposals to improve transparency in food labelling and make sure British food ‘stands out from the crowd’.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: C&D has announced a €48m (£41.56m) investment in its flagship facility in Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford]
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                                    C&D Foods’ €48m factory expansion to create 100 new jobs 
                            

        
        
                        02-Jan-2024                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                C&D Foods, the petfood division of ABP Food Group, has announced a €48m (£41.56m) investment in its flagship facility in Edgeworthstown, Co. Longford, with the creation of more than 100 new roles.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Members of the meat industry share their Christmas wishes Image: Getty, Dan Brownsword]
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                                    Meat industry shares its Christmas wishes
                            

        
        
                        22-Dec-2023                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                With the new year rapidly approaching, we ask members of the meat processing industry to tell us their Christmas wishes and what new developments they’re hoping for the sector in 2024.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Brakes has cut the prices of around a quarter of its meat products. Image: Getty]
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                                    Brakes cuts meat prices as global demand falls
                            

        
        
                        18-Dec-2023                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                A decline in global demand for meat products has seen foodservice supplier Brakes cut the price on about a quarter of its fresh meat lines. 
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: The impacted batch of stuffing mix has now been taken out of circulation. Credit: Getty / DronG]
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                                    Tesco recalls stuffing mix because of possible presence of moths
                            

        
        
                        14-Dec-2023                                                By William Dodds
                                                


                    
                Supermarket chain Tesco has recalled a stuffing mix due to the possible presence of moths.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Small abattoirs will be able to apply for grants from a new £4m fund from the Government. Image: Getty, Image Source]
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                                    Government launches £4m small abattoirs fund
                            

        
        
                        14-Dec-2023                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Small abattoirs will soon be able to benefit from £4m fund from the Government to support the struggling sector.
                            

        
        
        
    





                    

                                                
    



                                        
                            
                                                    [image: Pigs in blankets are the top nostalgic food for Brits this Christmas. Image: Getty, SGAPhoto]
                                            
            
                    

    
    

                    News

        
        
                    
                                    Pigs in blankets Britains' most nostalgic Christmas food 
                            

        
        
                        11-Dec-2023                                                By Gwen Ridler
                                                


                    
                Pigs in blankets are the number one nostalgic Christmas food, beating out other holiday classics such as Quality Street and mince pies in a survey of British consumers.
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                                [image: L-R: Food Manufacture editor Bethan Grylls interviews Fran Ball on stage at the 2024 Food Manufacture Excellence Awards]
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                                [image: Pizza manufacturer Stateside Foods Ltd has been fined £800k after two workers suffered serious injuries]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Hand slice and arm crush land pizza manufacturer with £800k fine
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                                    The art and science of building highly effective teams
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: Keystone has confirmed a 'small number' of redundancies at Black Sheep Brewery. Image: Getty, Anghi]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Keystone confirms job cuts at Black Sheep Brewery
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                                    Female duo to lead The Scottish Food Trade Association
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                                    Arla supports mozzarella exports with £179m creamery investment
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: Almost 200 employees across two parts of the business are facing the prospect of redundancy. Credit: Getty / RUNSTUDIO]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Almost 200 AG Barr workers face redundancy
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: The world is facing simultaneous maritime disruptions, with crucial trade waterways impacted. Credit: Getty/PeterHermesFurian]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    F&B industry outlook: from war to inflation
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                                    Jones Village Bakery on the hunt for 20 apprentices
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: The Tetley building will reopen in May 2024. Credit: Kirkstall Brewery]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Kirkstall Brewery leases historic building with plans to revive its Yorkshire beer landmark status
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: Unilever has announced steps to accelerate its Growth Action Plan through the separation of its Ice Cream division, which includes Ben & Jerry's]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Unilever splits from ice cream impacting 7,500 jobs
                    
        
        
    



	



            
                                [image: Sir John Manzoni will take on the role in February 2025. Credit: Diageo]
                                
    
    
    
    

                                    Diageo names new chair as Javier Ferrán confirms retirement plans
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